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Mario Capecchi, PhD, of the U of U School of
Medicine, has been named a National Medal of Science
award winner. We are fortunate to have this distin-
guished scientist at the University of Utah. Much of the
genetics work being done today depends on the tools Dr.
Capecchi developed for studying mammalian genetics.

Congratulations to Andrei Yakovlev, MD, PhD, who
will be awarded an honorary Doctor of Science degree
from Idaho State University at their Centennial
Commencement this month.

Congratulations, also, to Donna Branson and her staff
in Patient and Public Education. The group was recent-
ly recognized with the NCI Cancer Patient Education

Gov. Leavitt asks Utahns to be aware of
skin cancer

Network (CPEN) Gold Star Award. This award recog-
nizes individuals who have made extraordinary contri-
butions to cancer patient education at the institutional,
community, regional, or national level. And kudos to
the Print Communications staff, who recently won a
merit of honor award from the Dalton Pen
Communications Program for the high-risk clinic
newsletters.

[ hope you will share with me the pride in all the
accomplishments of your colleagues and associates
throughout HCI and across the campus.

-Stephen M. Prescott, MD

Introducing the Ullman lab: Probing the
secrets of the nuclear pore complex

Gov. Leavitt joined Jon
M. Huntsman on April 30
to declare May “Skin
Cancer Detection and
Prevention Month.” To
raise public awareness of
the dangers of this disease,
HCI also held a free

community skin cancer

Volunteer doctors from

HCI, the U of U, and the
community examined 537
patients during the clinic.

Leavitt and Huntsman

New senior director for Clinical Affairs

screening clinic on May 4.

Sean Mulvihill, MD, has been named
HCI’s new senior director for Clinical
Affairs, replacing Joe Simone, MD, who
retired in September. Mulvihill is chair
of the Department of Surgery at the U
of U School of Medicine, and was chief
of the Division of General Surgery at
UC San Francisco before coming to the
U of U in fall 2000.

The nuclear pore complex is the gateway within any
cell that determines what material, or “cargo,” travels
between the cell nucleus and the cytoplasm. Several
types of receptors float freely in the nucleus and identify
cargo, such as RNA, that should be exported to the
cytoplasm. These receptors then carry their cargo across
the membrane that separates the nucleus from the cyto-
plasm through carefully regulated “border crossings”
called nuclear pores.

“How the correct proteins and RNA move between the
nucleus and the cytoplasm of the cell is fundamental to
normal cell function,” explains Katharine Ullman,
PhD, principal investigator. “Understanding these
mechanisms will lead to important clues about cancer
cell biology since we know that this process is altered in
rapidly growing cells like cancer cells.”

Researchers in the Ullman lab are investigating a spe-
cific protein, Nup153, within the nuclear pore complex.
This protein plays a critical role in certain types of
RNA and protein movement from nucleus to cyto-
plasm. Graduate students Jennifer Ball and Christian
Dimaano, and laboratory technician Brian Bennion are
continued on page 2
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HCI scientists on the road

Scott Ulmer, MD, a postdoctoral fellow in the
Prescott lab, presented a poster titled “Cox-2 and dia-
cyglycerol kinase—delta may cooperate to shed epider-
mal growth factor ligands” at the annual joint meeting
of the American Society for Clinical Investigations
(ASCI) and the Association of American Physicians
(AAP). His research may pinpoint a target for drug
intervention in a wide range of cancers. Drs. Stephen
Prescott and David Virshup, who are both elected
members of ASCI, also attended the meeting.

HCI was well represented at the recent national meet-
ing of the American Society for Biochemists and
Molecular Biologists (ASBMB). Investigators Don
Ayer, PhD, Brad Cairns, PhD, and Barbara Graves,
PhD presented research findings from their laboratories.
In addition, graduate students Anjanabha Saha and

Scientists in the Ullman lab study how cellular material, like proteins

and RNA, passes between a cell’s nucleus and its cytoplasm. They Heather Wilson (Cairns Lab), and Mary Nelson
are (top row, I. to r.): Tracy Zundel, Deborah Duricka, Meda Higa, (Graves Lab) presented posters. The ASBMB is a scien-
Brian Bennion, (bottom row, I. to r) Ammon Fager, Amy Prunuske, tific society founded in 1906 with over 10,000 members

Christian Dimaano, Anne Robertson, Jennifer Ball, Suzanne Elgort,

and Katharine Ullman. Not pictured: Jin Liu. Fager and Bennion will whose research focuses on fundamental mechanisms of

be leaving the lab this fall to pursue graduate degrees. biological regulation.
Aniko Szabo, PhD, Division of Biostatistics, spoke on
Uliman lab continued... “Statistical methods for microarray data analysis,”

studying the interaction between Nup153 and RNA. recently at the University of Oklahoma.

They have identified a novel RNA-binding area, or Tsodikov, Virshup publish findings
domain, on the protein, and now they are trying to
understand the function of this domain.

Alexander Tsodikov, PhD, Division of Biostatistics,
has developed statistical methods that can be used to
analyze post-treatment survival of breast cancer
patients. His research was published in a recent issue of
Statistics in Medicine.

Results of work done by David Virshup, MD, an HCI
investigator, appear in the June issue of Molecular and
Cellular Biology. In his report, Virshup and his colleagues
describe how a protein, PP2A, that they examined in
the Drosophilia fly embryo, may be a link to why cancer
cells do not go through apoptosis, or die.

Graduate student Meda Higa, lab technician Ammon
Fager, senior lab specialists Deborah Duricka and
Suzanne Elgort, postdoctoral fellow Jin Liu, PhD,
graduate student Amy Prunuske, and lab aide Anne
Robertson are using mature and immature frog eggs in
experiments that focus on other aspects of export from
the nucleus as well as on the process of building and
breaking down the pore complex that occurs with each
cell division. Down the road, these studies could poten-
tially lead to new treatment strategies that inhibit “mis-
information” from being passed between the nucleus

: Celebrate your successes
and the cytoplasm in a cancer cell.

Mark your calendar Do you wonder why the accomplishments of some peo-
ple are featured in beacon, but not others? Usually, it’s
May 27 Memorial Day Holiday because the individuals themselves sent in their news.
It’'s easy—just e-mail linda.aagard@hci.utah.edu with the
June 12 PMPC Grand Rounds who, what, when, where, and, if applicable, the why of
C. Richard Chapman, PhD, Director recent promotions, publications, election to profes-
Pain Research Center, U of U SOM sional societies, new employees, awards, speaking
Noon-1 p.m., Classroom A, SOM engagements, grants, etc.
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